Tajfel – Questions to Consider

1. What theories existed to explain prejudice before Tajfel’s Social Identity theory?
2. What made Tajfel believe that prejudice has common characteristics regardless of the specific constituents of the groups?
3. Why did Tajfel consider it was not worth investigating the precise history of conflict leading to the development of prejudice?
4. What does Tajfel mean by social norms?  How do social norms lead to a generic norm for outgroup discrimination?
5. What do we mean by minimal groups?
6. What was the purpose of the Overestimator/Underestimator task and Klee/Kandinsky task?
7. Why do you think Tajfel chose schoolboys for the study?
8. How did the matrices differ between the first and second experiment?
9. How do the following matrices allow participants to make choices which operationalise the independent variables?
	V
	Overestimator #14
	25
	23
	21
	19
	17
	15
	13
	11
	9
	7
	5
	3
	1

	
	Overestimator #31
	1
	3
	5
	7
	9
	11
	13
	15
	17
	19
	21
	23
	25



	W
	Underestimator #8
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27

	
	Underestimator #23
	15
	14
	13
	12
	11
	10
	9
	8
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3



	X
	Overestimator #9
	25
	23
	21
	19
	17
	15
	13
	11
	9
	7
	5
	3
	1

	
	Underestimator #11
	7
	10
	13
	16
	19
	22
	25
	28
	31
	34
	37
	40
	43



	Y
	Klee Participant #36
	9
	11
	13
	15
	17
	19
	21
	23
	25
	27
	29
	31
	33

	
	Kandinsky Participant #19
	2
	5
	8
	11
	14
	17
	21
	26
	29
	30
	33
	36
	39



	Z
	Klee Participant #3
	31
	29
	26
	23
	20
	17
	14
	11
	8
	5
	2
	-1
	-4

	
	Kandinsky Participant #15
	-6
	-2
	2
	6
	10
	14
	18
	22
	26
	30
	34
	38
	42


10. What strategies for allocating the money were preferred by the boys?
11. What can we conclude from the results?
12. According to Social Identity Theory, why do people discriminate against outgroup members
13. Why is the study reductionist?
14. Which ethical guidelines were broken? Which were enforced?
15. Was the experiment reliable? Which variables were not properly controlled?
16. How can the results of this experiment be applied in real world situations?
17. To what extent can the results be generalized to the population at large?
18. Why is this study considered among the social approach?
